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Letter from the Chair: A Voice for Asset Management Investment Operations

Dear Colleagues:

As the newly elected Chair of The Asset Managers Forum, I would like to thank you for the trust you have shown by nominating and electing me to this most important leadership role. I am pleased to work with Vice Chair Jason Minkler of JP Morgan Asset Management, Treasurer Jesse Robinson of Western Asset and the entire AMF Steering Committee on providing a voice for asset managers on critical investment operations matters. 

During the next two years, we commit to bringing your voice to the table as the implementation of new laws and regulations such as Dodd-Frank, Basel III, FAS accounting changes and EU regulatory reform reshape the future of our industry. Each reform carries with it significant operational implications for us as asset managers, which require our thoughtful attention and insight.

Industry regulatory bodies and other agencies are now tasked with the challenge of writing over 250 new rules to implement the laws passed by Congress.   Our objective should be to ensure that these new regulations provide a safe, sound and secure financial services industry for investors without compromising the ability of financial institutions to promote economic growth.  As such, the AMF has two goals:

1. To educate asset managers on industry changes that could have an operational impact and, where practicable, to work through the operational challenges presented by this new paradigm; and

2. To ensure that decision-makers are aware of any unintended operational consequences as a result of new regulatory proposals. To this end, AMF will work closely with the Asset Management Group / SIFMA.

To accomplish our goals, we need your help to make our voices heard, collectively,  and presented as a responsible input for consideration by the decision-makers.  Silence or apathy will lead our industry closer and closer to unintended consequences. I urge you all to participate in meetings, committees and conference calls.  Send us your concerns, questions and suggestions. Chair a committee; draft a white paper idea; bring in new members; reinvigorate existing members; start thinking globally and share those ideas.  The cumulative supportive voice of the buy side has never been more important than it is now. You may contact the AMF directly at enuottajarvi@sifma.org, or to learn more about AMF initiatives, please view our most recent Newsletter.

Please, get involved now and be part of the process that will bring about the biggest changes to our industry in 70 years. It will be in the best interest of all of us.

Sincerely, 

Mary R Stone

Chair, AMF Steering Committee



